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ANECDOTES 
OF T HE 


FIVE MUSIC- MEETINGS, 


On ACCOUNT of the 


CHARITABLE FOUNDATIONS 
AT | 


CHURCH LANGTON: 


IN WEIS a 


Many Miſrepreſentations, and Groſs Falſehoods, 
Contained in a BOOK, intitled, | 


The HISTORY of the above Foundations, 
Are fully Detected, and Confuted, 
UPON INDUBITABLE EVIDENCE, 


With an APPENDIX, 


CONTAININ G, 
Several Original LETTERS with REMARKS. 


By W. HAY E S, Doc. Muſ. 
Organiſt, and Muſic-Profeſſor ind the Univerſity of OxFoRD. 


He that is firft in his own cauſe, heemeth juſt ; but his neighbour 
cometh and ſearcheth him. PROVERBS. 


o 1 r 4 nm 
Printed by W. Jacxson : Sold by J. FIT CRE and Co. in 


St. Paul's Church-Yard; and J. WaLTes, at Charing-Croſs, 8 


London; and by D. Prince, and the other n in 
Oxford. 1768. 


— 


ANECDOTES, &c. 


"AVING been informed that the 

Reverend Mr. Hanbury had publiſhed 

a book entitled, The Hiftory of the Riſe 
and Progreſs of the charitable Foundations at 
Church-Langton, and that mention was made 
therein of my name, to the diſadvantage of 
my reputation, it naturally excited my curiofity 
to ſee it. Upon enquiry, finding the price of 
it to be no leſs than ſix ſhillings, and looking 
upon fhat as too exorbitant for a book which 
probably would afford neither entertainment or 
improvement, and which, according to the 
title, muſt chiefly be the trumpet to the foun- 
der's own praiſe, ſounded moſt powerfully by 


' himſelf, it deterred me from being a purchaſer : 


however a friend, to whom one of them had 
been given, was ſo obliging, ſometime after, 
to lent it me. N | | 
It will eafily be imagined, that little time 
clapſed before I gave it a peruſal. I ſoon dif- 
B . 


1. 2 3 

covered that the main drift of this publication, 
next to the motive above hinted, was to gratify 
pigue and reſentment ; to blacken and calumniate 
all thoſe whoſe ſentiments happened not to co- 
incide with his; and who, although they might 
have approved of his firſt plan, or deſign, yet 
had too much diſcretion to approve of, and 
too much firmneſs to- comply with, every chi- 
merical, abſurd, or unreaſonable meaſure of his 
propoling. | = 
It is levelled, principally, at his firſt ſet of 
Truſtees, men of the moſt reſpectable charac- 
ters; and at the conductor of his muſical per- 
formances, who eſteems it an honour to be in 
ſo good company. Perhaps the former, may 
look upon this treatment as a matter of indif- 
ference; but it is, by no means, ſuch with 
reſpect to me: for, as, in ſome meaſure, my 
bread depends upon the favour of the public, 
to which I have ever paid the utmoſt regard, 
and can never be too thankful to the Almighty, 
for that portion of it, which he, in his great good- 
neſs, hath allotted me, it behoveth me to ſup- 
port ſuch a character, as, in ſome degree, may be 
deſerving of it; ſhould I, therefore, ſuffer ſo great 
an injury to paſs unnoticed, my very ſilence, pro- 
bably, would be conſtrued into an acknowledge- 
ment of my guilt. For this reaſon, I beg the 
candid reader'spatience,whilſtthe ſeveral paſſages, 
wherein he hath falſely, and wrongfully accuſed 
me, are pointed out; and the facts fo illiberally 
repreſented, are placed in a proper light, fo 
as 
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as to appear in their genuine colours, not 
doubting, if granted, but he will be ſufficiently 
convinced, that the accuſer, and he only, is 


worthy of blame. 


Perhaps it may be deemed preſumption in 
me, to enter the liſt with this GoLian, who, 
armed cap a pie in his ſelf-ſufticiency, bids de- 
fiance to all the world ; me, who, compared to 
him, am but a ſtripling, a Dock or Nettle to 
the Oak that ſhades them, and unaccuſtomed 
to wield the weapons of the literary combat; 
he a warrior from his youth, and now vaunt- 
ingly boaſteth of having overcome every Anta- 
goniſt who dared to oppoſe him: however, 
truſting in the goodneſs of my cauſe; though 
ſenſible of my own inability, I deſpair not of 


finding a ſmall, ſmooth ſtone, which, ſent from 


the ſling of veracity, may have its due weight 
and efficacy. 

In the courſe of the following narrative it 
will be neceſſary to rectify a few miſtakes; 
which, although they very little affe& me, yet, 
will ſerve to convince the reader, that the Au- 
thor of the Hiſtory does not always adhere 
ſtrictly to truth, and that he will not ſtick at 
telling a Fib, now and then, to ſerve his own 
purpoſe. Pn 

The firſt which occurs, is no leſs than an 
impoſition upon the public : for in his Adver- 
tiſement, dated June 16, 1761, after mention- 
ing what the performances were to be, viz. 
Jupas MAacyaBzvus, MEsslAn, and SAMSON, 

B 2 and 


1.43 

and the Days on which they were to be 
formed, there follows a © N. B. The oe. | 
« dinary approbation with which theſe kinds 
ce of ſacred compoſition have been conducted at 
“ Church-Langton, makes it needleſs to add 
any thing more than 0 aſſure the public, 
c that the ſame capital hands and voices as before 
e are engaged for the above performances.” 
Whereas, the firſt principal Singer, and the 
principal Violoncello, with ſome others of the 
band were changed ; particularly Miſs Thomas 
for Maſter Millard, who ſung her part not 
only at this meeting, but that at Leiceſter and 
Nottingham, the two ſucceeding years. Mr. 
Paxton was alſo changed for Mr. Sharp, and 
Mr. Jenkins for Mr. Willis, who was ſecond 
Trumpet. The other alterations I do not ex- 
actly remember, however, theſe material ones, 
are ſufficient to prove that the capital performers 
were not the ſame as before. 

In giving an account of the ſucceſs with 
which each day's performance was attended, he 
ſays © The third day's performance was obliged 
« to be altered, ſome parts of that noble ora- 
c torio of Samſon, being found wanting or 
ce incorrect: and Eſther was, by the deſire of 
*© Dr. Hayes, ſubſtituted in its room.“ Not 
ſo indeed; there were no parts found wantin 
or incorrect ; neither was it by my defire that 
Eſther was ſubſtituted in the room of Samſon ; 
it was a moot point to me which of them 
ſhould be done. - I only took the freedom of 
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mentioning the Philiſtine jollity in the latter, 
leaving him to judge, how well it would ſuit 
with the ſacred place where it was to be 
exhibited. 

This might be one reaſon for the 3 
but there is ſtill a more prevailing one behind. 
It was at the ſame time repreſented to him, 
that Samſon required almoſt double the num- 
ber of principal ſingers hitherto engaged; 
and that it would not t be i in our power to find 
a perſon capable of ' undertaking the part of 
Micah (as it really would not have been) 
within a reaſonable diſtance, or upon the ver 


moderate terms he required. Had Mrs. Scot 
(the moſt equal to it of any) been engaged 


for that part, it is probable that her pay would 


have been nearly equal to that of the whole 


ſet of principal fingers beſide. For theſe pru- 
dential reaſons I adviſed him to make choice 
of Eſther: and this out of the moſt friendly 
motive, and the ſincereſt regard to the Charity, 
to which I have ever been an hearty well-wiſher. 

After telling us that the public were made 
acquainted with the alteration, by advertiſement, 
he proceeds thus. But ſome how or dhe 
« a notion prevailed that Eſther was not worth 
« the hearing; ſo that the audience for the 
ce third day amounted to no more than about 
* an hundred and twenty people. This alter- 
« ation (which was owing to Dr. Hayes, who 
ce found the Books) was a conſiderable loſs to 


«© the ſcheme ; and 00 we had 


« three 


— — — — — 


1 

te three oratorios, upon ſumming up our ex- 
te pences and profits, we were found only fifteen 
pounds and a few ſhillings gainers. As to 
the notion which he ſays prevailed, that Eſther 
was not worth the hearing, I can only ſay, that 
if any ſuch notion did prevail, it muſt be owi 

to himſelf, who was the only perſon I heard 
object to it; and was, perhaps, almoſt the only 


perſon in that part of the world who had heard 


it. Upon what he founded his prejudice, I 
know not; but ſince it ſtood fo low in his 
eſtimation, why was it reſerved to be the /aft 
performance of the three ? ſurely it would have 
been wiſer, and more politic, to have placed it 
either firſt or ſecond ; whilſt the appetite of 
the audience was kw and unſated, when pro- 
bably it would have been extremely well re- 
liſhed by them; than to bring it on (un-invi- 


ting as he thought it to be) after they had 


been feaſting for two days upon the richeſt 
and moſt delicious fare that could be provided 
for them. 

It is not to be doubted, that had the former 
method been adopted (according to my advice) 
but the whole would have been better attended, 
and the ſcheme ſuſtained leſs damage, at leaſt, 


if not conſiderably benefitted. 


If there were fifteen pounds and ſome fhil- 
lings over and above the expences, how came 
it to paſs that ſeveral perſons concerned in the 
performances went unpaid, not only their pre- 
ſent gratuity, but even the arrears due to m 

for 


85 SS — 
. 
N 


- "er "AD . 
e 
. 


L323 5 


for former attendance ? At that time, I had 
not received all the money due to me and the 
boys, at the firſt and ſecond meeting; and 
now, was obliged to give him credit for more. 
It is true, when theſe performances were over, 
I obtained his note-of-hand for the whole ſum 
due; which then amounted to thirty-four 
pounds : However, no notice was taken of the 
payment thereof, until I made a demand of 
it by letter (having been adviſed ſo to do) on 
the approach of our Meeting at Leiceſter the 
ſummer following. The anſwer to which was 
extremely vague, and by no means ſatisfactory; 
it amounting to no more than , matters turned 
out well at Leiceſter, it ſhould be paid. Upon 
this I ſent him another letter, couched in 
more peremptory terms than the former, wherein 


the previous payment of the note, was made 


the condition of my attending that meeting; 
which was rather diſpleaſing to him : for he 
could not help making a few angry remarks, 
and calling it ſhameful, and unbecoming a 
Gentleman ; however, he immediately pro- 
ceeded to buſineſs, in a very cool and proper 
manner, telling me the days which had been 


thought of for the Oratorios, provided they 


would be convenient to me and the London 
performers; and if not, what other weeks 
would ſerve the purpoſe as well, &c. &c. If 
this had been done previous to the Nottingham 
meeting the year following, how much trouble 
had been ſaved, and diſgrace . be 

Oth 


$1] 

both ſides. Moreover, he told me the mone 
was then ready, and that if I would draw 
upon him immediately, or would contrive any 
other method of getting it paid, it ſhould be 
anſwered. Nevertheleſs he ſeemed defirous to 
put off the payment till the Leiceſter meeting, 
and concluded his letter with a very civil in- 
vitation to his houſe, in my way thither. But 
as the bird in hand is worth two in the buſh, 
I preferred a draught payable in London ; 
which accordingly was ſent, and it met with 
due honour. 

Mr. Hanbury well knows, as alſo the Reve- 
rend Meſſieurs Croker and Griffin, his friends, 
who aſſiſted him, to what mean and pitiful 
ſhifts he was driven, at the firſt meeting, to 
eke out the money, ſo as to be able to pay 
thoſe performers who could not afford, and 
thoſe who refuſed, to give him credit: for, 
notwithſtanding he now declares the monies 
received, and the expences, great as they were, 
of {o grand a band of performers, and erecting 
the pro tempore galleries, were at leaft equal, 
if not in favour of the Charity; can it be ſup- 
poſed, that, if it really was ſo, he would have 
ſuffered Mr. Pinto to have returned without 
one ſhilling of his gratuity ; that he would 
have endeavoured to prevail upon Meſſieurs 
Vincents, Miller, and others, to have done 
the ſame: myſelf with little more than half 
the ſum I ought to have received, and great 
part of that in baſe, and unpaſſable, coin ? 

| _ ſurely 
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ſurely no. But the meaneſt of all mean things, 
was that of extorting half a guinea from each 
of thoſe performers whoſe gratuity had before 
been ſet as low as poſſible; and this, as he 
pretended, for the ſake of the Charity. Query, 
Whether they are enrolled as benefaCtors, as in 
juſtice they ought to have been ? If fo, it will 
appear that my name in particular, ought to 
ſtand high in that honourable liſt ; fince I not 
only contributed, chearfully, my mite with the 
reſt, but really and truly for the fake of the 
Charity, totally relinquiſhed my perquiſite for 
the uſe of my books, from the firſt to the laſt 
of the performances. 

In order to aſcertain what advantage accrued 
to the charity from this donation, it will be ne- 
ceſſary firſt to acquaint the reader, that I 
uſually charge two guineas for the uſe of each 
Oratorio, viz. for the ſcore and parts, for the 
voices and inſtruments, which is extremely mo- 
derate. That ſum therefore ſhall be ſet down, 
without mentioning any for my time and trouble 
in collating, correcting, and repairing the parts 
for ſo numerous a band, to which might be 
added, extra writing, to complete the ſame, and 
the accompt will ſtand as follows. 


N. B. The various pieces of Church-Muſic 
are rated altogether as one Oratorio, 


Lo 1 


At the firſt Meeting at Church-Langton, Sep- 
tember the 26th, 1759. 


Ss 4 
For the uſe of Church-muſic 2-0 
Meffiah — — — 2 2 © 
At the ſecond Meeting at Ditto, July 
the 3oth, 1700. 
For the uſe of Church-muſic | 2 © 


* 2 o 


Art the third Meli, ng at Di flo, July 
; the 8th, 1701. 


For the uſe of Judas Macchabæus 2 2 O 


Meſſiaa— — — 2 
Eſther — — — 2 2 © 


|S) 
O 


At the fourth Meeting, which was at 
Leiceſter, in 1762. 


For the uſe of Judas e 


2 0 
Meſſiah — — 2 2 o 
Samſon — — — 2 2 O 
Alexander's Feaſt, ST 2 © 
Ode to the Memory | 

of Mr, Handel ; 3 

3 


WW, 


E a | 
At the fifth Meeting, which was at Nottingham, 
May the 31ft, 1763. 


2 


Judas Macchabæus 
Samſon — — — 
Alexander's Feaſt, 
Ode to the Memory 

of Mr. Handel 


5 £ 

For the uſe of Mefliah — — — 2 
2 

2 

2 
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9 9 
Brought over 24 3 


„ 


Total / 33 12 0 


To the above accompt ought to be added 
the ſeveral ſums which were ſaved by my pre- 
paring a Boy, at his requeſt, to ſing the firſt 

oman's part, in all the Oratorios for the 
three laſt Meetings; viz. at the firſt of theſe four- 
teen guineas; and at each of the others twelve. 
1 

2. e. At the Meeting in 1761, 5 14 

r 
in 1 12 MM 


138 18 


Now let us put theſe ſums together, that it 
may be ſeen how much leſs the profits would 
have been, than the ſums now (for the firſt 

| - By time) 


01000. 


[3 

time) aſcertained. | For the firſt time, Ifay ; be 
cauſe it is well known, that when the Truſtee 
demanded a fight of his account, he refuſed to 
produce it: and this was the prime cauſe of 
their coolneſs, and declining to act. He was 
then aſked, how it was poſſible they could 
diſcharge their truſt, unleſs all accounts what- 
ſoever were laid before them for inſpection ? 
without which, they were but mere nominal 
Truſtees, and had not the power of acting.] 

: . 
For the uſe of Books, — — — 33 120 
Saved in the Expence of a Woman 38 18 0 

finger, — — — — — 


10 © 


N. B. This calculation is made with the 
ſuppoſition of Miſs Thomas's making no higher 
a demand for going one year to Leiceſter, and 
the next to Nottingham (at each of which 
places ſhe would have had more than double 
the number of Oratorios to have ſhared in) 
than for her attendance at Church-Langton ; 
which cannot reaſonably be imagined : becauſe 
at Langton, ſhe was accommodated, with bed 
and board, at the parſonage-houſe ;- whereas at 
either of the other places, ſhe muſt have been 
at the expence of both at an inn, or in pri- 
vate lodginge. Suppoſe then we allow her 
only five guineas extraordinary at each place, 
this will make an addition of ten to the above 


Sum, 


(ls 0 wo — be# — 1 WV 


2 or 


1 


= 

ſum, which makes my donation amount to 
831. os. od. 

Perhaps it may be urged, that Mr. Hanbury 
was not obliged to engage Miſs Thomas, had 
not the Boy been made capable of performing 
her part; he might have found out another; 
but where ? There was not a woman at that 
time in the kingdom fo equal to the part, who 


would have undertaken it, for double her 


oratuity. 
To return. At the firſt meeting, he ſays, 
little or nothing was gained. At the ſecond, 


e juſt money enough to pay the way.” At the 


third, fifteen pounds and ſome ſhillings gained. 
At the fourth, he ſays, all went off exceed- 


ing well, and the event proved the compan 


« was great.” And afterwards, that notwith- 
ſtanding ſome diſadvantages which he enume- 


rates, the gains amounted to upwards of an 


* hundred pounds.” [Vet even then he paid 
the performers moſt grudgingly.] | 

At the fifth, he found himſelf five pounds 
and a few ſhillings out of pocket. Theſe odd 
ſhillings, and thoſe gained at the third meet- 
ing, may be ſtruck off, ſuppoſing them to be 
equal; upon the whole, it will then appear 
(by this account of his) that at the two firſt 
meetings, the receipts and diſburſements coun- 
ter-ballanced each other ; at the third, he was 
a gainer fifteen pounds ; at the fourth an hun- 


dred and upwards, but as he hath not ſpecified 


how much, he muſt be content, if I ſet down 
the 


L 14 1 
the round hundred only ; at the fifth and 
laſt, five pounds out of pocket. 
1 


At the third Meeting, gainer, — 15 © © 
At the fourth, gainer, — — — 100 © o 


) 9-0 
At the fifth, loſer, — — — — 5 0 o 


which ſubſtract from the 11 51. 
and there will remain in favour 110 o o 
of the Charity, — — — — OG 


But had I not given up my perquiſite for the 
uſe of my Books, and ſaved him ſo much in 
the expence of a woman ſinger, he would 
then have been, inſtead of an hundred and 
ten, only twenty-ſeven pounds, a gainer ; which 
may be ſeen by ſubſtracting the eighty-three 


from the hundred and ten. = & S 
1 0 0 

63 © © 

£357 0 0 


Let us now proceed a little further, and 
take a view of thoſe black pages, wherein he 
has vented his malice, by flinging his dirt ſo 


plentifully at the perſon, to whom (it is 


preſumed) the reader is ſufficiently convinced, 
a different kind of treatment would have been 
more conſiſtent with a beneyolent mind, the 

facred 
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ſacred function of the author, and even com- 
mon decency. - 

Here we ſhall find him deeply intrenched 
in falſchood ; but it is not in the leaſt deſpaired 
of, that by the oppoſition of a little well 
atteſted truth, his great Guns. (for Guns they 
are) will ſoon be ſilenced. 

Page 149, it is very roundly aſſerted, that, 
<« the * time was fixed by Doctor Hayes for 


c his own convenience; this I poſitively deny: 


for when I ſaw Mr. Hanbury at the Somerſet 
coffee-houſe in London, whither he came to 
conſult with me-concerning that meeting, (not 
finding me at Oxford) it was agreed that the 
time ſhould not be fixed, till he and I had ex- 
changed letters upon that ſubject ; leſt it ſhould 
happen to interfere with ſome other engage- 
ment of mine. Contrary to this agreement, 
it was arbitrarily fixed, and. public notice given 
thereof, in the London and other papers, ſome 
time before I knew any thing of the matter : 
for as I never frequent coftee-houſes in Oxford, 
it was by mere accident I heard of it, even 
when it did come to my knowledge. This 
occaſioned my writing to him as mentioned 
in the ſame paragraph with the above aſſertion, 
not only defiring it might be altered, but re- 
monſtrating that he had broken his agreement, 
in fixing it ſo unfairly without my knowledge; 
at the ſame time telling him, that it would be 


Of the Nottingham Meeting. | 
impoſſible 


1 

impoſſible for me to attend the firſt morning 
performance, which he had advertiſed to be on 
Tueſday, May the 31ſt, at eleven in the fore- 
noon, being obliged to be at St. Mary's, on 
Sunday the 29th, on account of the ſolemnity 
of the day; and that, after my duty was over 
there, I ſhould not be able to reach Notting- 
ham time enough. 

If I did not mention, I ought to have men- 
tioned, that ſeveral of the principal ſingers 
were under the ſame engagement. 

His anſwer only proved, what I had fre- 
quently experienced before, that he was very 
obſtinate, and not to be diſſuaded from any 
purpoſe, however abſurd or unreaſonable. He 
fays, © it was too late to alter the time, as that 
could be done only by advertiſement; + and 
e before he could diſpatch zhoſe to the re- 
« ſpective printing- offices, the time would be 
« elapſed; that he repeated this letter, tel- 
« ling me again and again, there was no poſ- 
* ſibility of altering the time; and defiring me 
to get ſomebody to play the organ, which 
“ mult be all the engagements that could he on 
« my hands the 29th of May: but that if any 


* It is cuſtomary on all fate holidays, to have cathedral 
ſervice performed at St. Mary's (the Univerſity Church ;) on 
which occafions, a ſelect number of the principal ſingers are 
collected from the different choirs to perform the ſame. The 
Organiſt alſo (which I have the honour to be) is more particu- 
larly obliged to attend. This being the anniverſary of King 
CHARLEs's Reſtauration, the uſual Regard was paid to it; and 
it was near one o'clock before the ſolemnity ended. 


I Vide Hill, pag. 150. | 
«© buſineſs 
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« buſineſs muſt detain me then, I would ſet off 
cc as ſoon as I was at liberty, and accelerate 
« my ſpeed, by taking freſh horſes as often as - 
ce there ſhould be occaſion.” Part of which is 
true, and part far otherwiſe. Were not ten 
days time enough to admit of ſending an ad- 
vertiſement to any part of the Kingdom ? eſpe- 
cially as it required only a ſmall difference to be 
made, in the form already compoſed, ſpecifying 
the firſt performance to be in the evening of 
the 3 Iſt of May, inſtead of the morning, and 
the others to follow in courſe; with a N. B. gi- 

the reaſon for the alteration. This was 
all I could expe& in the preſent dilemma. 
One of the letters which I received from him 
relating to the alteration propoſed, and now 
lies before me, was dated May the 21ft, the 
London poſt-mark-the 23d. It muſt therefore 


be allowed, that the fame poſt would have 


conveyed his directions to the London printers, 
and that the Journaliſts of Leiceſter, North- 
ampton, and Nottingham, might have been 
acquainted therewith in much leſs time; the 
fartheſt of them being leſs than forty miles diſ- 
tant from Church Langton, and the poſt road 
running by the ſkirts of the pariſh. It cannot 
be doubted, had he done this, but there would 
have been time ſufficient, for its circulating | to 
all parts of the ifland. 
Neither in the letter above-mentioned, 


in a ſubſequent one which I received from Fog 


does he in the leaſt endeavour at exculpating 
D himſelf 
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himſelf from arbitrarily fixing the time, 2. e. the 
week, but urges, and harps much upon it, that 
the days of the week were agreed upon at our 
interview in London, for the fake of my having 
time enough, after the performances were 
over, to return to Oxford by the ſunday follow- 
ing ; as it would be inconvenient for me, and 
my companions, to be out more than one. 
This is very true, but the fame days of the 
week following would have equally anſwered 
the ſame end. 

Now, if the days of the week, and no certain 
week, was agreed upon between us, his aſſer- 
tion muſt be fallacious; and the force of it, 
conſequently, muſt vaniſh in ſmoke. And yet, 
this is the main foundation, whereon he builds 
all his pretences for complaint: This, there- 
fore, taken away, the ſuperſtructure muſt ine- 
vitably fall to the ground. But what ſhall be 
ſaid for his giving the above reaſon, why the 
days of the week were fixed upon, in his /etter, 
and no notice being taken of it in his book ? 
Surely this is prevarication with a witneſs ; 
calculated to miſlead his readers, and to 
blacken me. | 

That he repeated his letter, telling me again 
and again, there was no poſſibility of altering 


the time, is granted; though the contrary is 


undeniably proved. But, that he deſired me to 
get ſomebody to play the organ, and, that in 
_ caſe of my being detained by any abſolute bu- 
ſineſs, to accelerate my ſpeed by * freſh 
4 orſes, 
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horſes, as often as there ſhould be occaſion, is 
a piece of the ingenious author's own inven- 
tion, to ſerve the preſent purpoſe ; as will ap- 
pear by the following extract from the only 


letter of his, that has the leaſt tendency to- 
wards this requeſt. | 


DEAR DocToR, 


' V Rather wondered at your laſt, as the 
« & Days were fixed Tueſday, &c. purely on 
« your account, for you told me in London 
ce (unleſs J am ſtrangely miſtaken) that they 
ce muſt be thoſe days, or you could not reach 
ce home by ſunday, and that you could not be 
ce abſent for more than one. However, 
« to make ſhort, they are advertiſed, tickets 
ce printed, letters wrote, &c. for that time, 
and it cannot be reverſed, it being now 
% very near at hand :*—— ſo that I would. 
& adviſe you to ſet out ſooner, though indeed 
ce you might be there early enough on Tueſday 
« morning, but that you will by no means 
66 think proper. 


N. B. The remainder of the letter con- 
fiſteth of his recommendation of an inn, and 


S Tt is no uncommon thing, when tickets have been made 
out, diſperſed, and ſold, for a benefit on a certain day, to have 
the day altered, and by advertiſement notice given thereof, ig 


_ 3 mifying that the tickets given out for the former, would be 
muted on the latter. 


„„ no- ways 


1 
no-ways concerneth the preſent altercation. It *' 
is dated as before mentioned, May 217. 

By the above extract, which is tranſcribed 
verbatim, it is evident no mention is made of 
the Organ, or my taking freſh 8 
celerate my ſpeed. He rather ſeems to be of 
opinion that I might be there time enough 
without that expedient, and that it depended 
upon my will only; but I truft it will appear 
far otherwiſe. But ſuppoſe he had mentioned 
my taking freſh horſes, I could not have com- 
plied with it, unleſs he had been more gene- 
rouſly diſpoſed than uſual, and offered to pay | 
the extraordinary expence of ſo doing: for I 
could not afford it. But he does not ſo much 
as pretend that he ever made me any fuch | 
offer. Mr. Hanbury knew that I hired a chaiſe ' 
by the day ; and that the ſame pair of horſes | 
were to ſerve for the whole journey. Know- | 
ing this, he could not think ſuch an offer 
would be either unreaſonable, or unacceptable. 
If he had not known this, it was abſurd to | 
mention my taking freſh horſes : becauſe in tra- 
velling poſt, or by ſtages, I muſt, of courſe, 
have had freſh-ones for every ſtage ; and un- 
doubtedly there would have been time enough, 


and to ſpare, to have performed the journey | 


after that manner, ſo far as my perſonal appear- 
ance was neceſſary; but what were the horſemen | 
to do? The pittance they were allowed, would 
by no means admit of this additional ex- 
pence ; the journey cut and home was not leſs 


than | 


(0 
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than 200 miles, the time it took up ſeven. 
days at leaſt, during which they ſtood to all 


charges whatſoever. Moreover, my appearing 


without them, would have been to no purpoſe ; 


for if great things may be named with ſmall, a 
General without his Troops, would make but 


an inſignificant figure in the field of battle. 


But he ſuppreſſes or avoids mentioning thoſe 


Gentlemen as much as poſſible; all his male- 
volence being levelled at me. 

He proceeds thus. Relying on his punc- 
« tuality, therefore, I told him we would 
ce open the doors as advertiſed, and wait until 
« he came: and for my ſatisfaction, I ordered 
« a tenant of mine, before I ſet out for Not- 
ce tingham, to meet him at Harborough, and 
ce to ride off with all ſpeed to let us know 
«© whether we might be ſure of him; for the 
© time was too ſhort to receive the Doctor's 
anſwer by letter to the above particulars. 
He met him there at the time expected, 
and came to Nottingham that night, with 
ce this account: That Dr. Hayes and the 
voices with him, dined at Harborough b 
two of the clock ; that the Doctor told him 
he did not intend going further than Lei- 
ceſter that evening ; but that he would be 
ſure of being at Nottingham time enough 
« the next day.” 

The man, according to Mr. Hanbury's or- 
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der, did meet us at H arborough ; at leaſt, came 


there ſoon after we arrived, and brought me a 
| letter 


: 
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letter from Mrs. Hanbury, couched in very 
preſſing terms, deſiring me to proceed to Not- 


tingham as ſpeedily as poſſible. To which I 


returned for anſwer, in writing, that it would 


be impoſſible to get thither time enough for 
the morning entertainment ; and that, in my 
opinion, Mr. Hanbury had better put off that 
performance, and, as I had recommended to 
him in my laſt letter, in order to prevent diſ- 
appointment, to get hand-bills printed and diſ- 
perſed about the town. My verbal anſwer to 
the man was to the ſame effect; with this 
addition, that we could not be able to reach 
Nottingham before noon at ſooneſt ; but that 
he might depend upon our being there time 
enough the next day for the evening performance. 
The laſt four, very material, words, are not to 
be found in the foregoing paſſage, cited from 
Mr. Hanbury's book ; for what purpoſe they 
are omitted, let the reader judge. 

Can it be ſuppoſed that my written anſwer 
was not delivered according to it's direction? 
If it was, can it be imagined that Mrs. Han- 
bury would keep it, and not communicate the 
contents or purport thereof to her huſband, 
when her keeping it until he returned, could 
avail nothing? If it was not, we may reaſon- 
ably conclude it was carried directly to him; 
at leaſt, that he was informed of it by the 
meſſenger ; though he had the hardineſs, when 


it was mentioned to him, to deny the having 


ſeen or heard any thing of it. 


He 


E 


He ſays the man informed him that we di- 
ned at Harborough by two of the clock; that 
he could not do, if he acted honeſtly : * it 
was after that time when he made his firſt 
appearance; and I doubt, whether or not our 
dinner was then ordered : however, after talking 
ſome time with him, I wrote my anſwer to 
Mrs. Hanbury's letter, and delivered my meſ- 
ſage to him, before it was brought in. From 
the above circumſtances, it muſt be full three 
of the clock by the time we ſat down to eat; 
conſequently, it was at leaſt four by the time 
we had dined, and perhaps ſomething later be- 
fore we could ſet out for Leiceſter. The rea- 
ſons for our proceeding no further that evening, 
will be given in the ſubſequent part of this 
narrative. 

When we got to Nottingham the next day, 
which was between one and two of the clock 
(neareſt the latter) we ſoon found, that, not- 
withſtanding the advice which had been given, 
no one precaution had been taken to prevent 


diſappointment; but that, on the contrary, 


this ſtrange, abſurd man, had ſuffered the com- 
pany to come together by eleven of the clock, 


_ aſſuring them I ſhould be there ſhortly. 


There they waited full of fruitleſs expecta- 


tion (as I was informed) at leaſt two hours; 


he going in, every now and then, telling 


them I was coming, I was coming. At length, 


finding that to be falſe, they diſperſed full of 
indi gnation, at the Suppoſed author of their 
diſappointment; 


24 ] 
diſappointment ; the effect of which was, by 
me, and my companions, experienced, as we 
paſſed through the town to our inn: for 
ſome hiſſed, and others cried for ſhame! 
for ſhame |! | 
Soon after our arrival at the inn, the great 
man, accompanied by a little one, came to 
us, and accoſted me, not in that cool and 
gentle manner he deſcribes, but with a loud 
and angry tone of voice, and ruſtic air, calling 
me to account for not coming to the morning 
performance, and demanding the reaſon for fo 
great a piece of neglect. I told him, not as 
he aſſerts, my horſes tired, but, that he had no 
reaſon to expect me; that my letters, and the 
meſſage which I ſent from Harborough by the 
man, were uniform, in telling him it would 
be impoſſible for me to be at Nottingham be- 
fore noon at the ſooneſt ; at the ſame time re- 
minding him of the precaution which I had 
recommended to be taken. But waving all 
notice of that, he told me ſeveral perſons had 
arrived there from Leiceſter by eight o'clock ; | 
and that I had loſt him the taking of an hun- 
dred pounds; whereas the houſe will ſcarcely | 
hold company enough to make it amount to 
fifty: for it is the ſmalleſt Theatre I ever ſaw. 
Beſides, I was credibly informed, that the | 
whole company did not confiſt of more than | 
ſeventy perſons ; which (the tickets being five | 
ſhillings each) amounted to ſeventeen pounds | 
ten ſhillings only: ſo that there were wanting, | 

| | no 
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no leſs than three hundred and thirty perſons, 
to make it amount to an hundred pounds. 

That perſons might arrive from Leiceſter by 
the time he mentioned, is very poſſible, though 
they muſt have taken little reſt over night ; 
but ſurely there is a vaſt difference between 
two ſets of freſh horſes, and one only which 
had travelled two days before with a conſide- 
rable burthen. 

I am forry to ſay the other gentleman took 
upon himſelf more authority than was beco- 
ming : for he bullied, or rather ſco/ded (his 
voice and manner being better adapted to the 
latter than the former) abundantly ; but know- 
ing the matter in debate to be no concern of 
his, the airs he gave himſelf, were treated with 
the contempt they deſerved ; and from that 


time, he behaved with the utmoſt complaiſance. 


Every one who is acquainted with the road 
between Leiceſter and Nottingham, knows, 
that great part thereof is extremely ſandy. 
The weather at that time was very hot and 
dry; ſo that the particles of ſand were rendered 
light, and in a condition to riſe moſt plenti- 
fully ; which being of a red colour, the effect 
of it was very viſible on our cloaths and faces: 
for they were nearly like thoſe of the noted 
brickduſt-man in London. Of this ſcene Mr. 
Hanbury, and his little friend, were witneſſes. 
From this circumſtance, of being choaked and 
covered with duſt and ſand, it is evident, that 

| E had 
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had we been there by eleven, it would have 
availed but little; as it would have taken up a 
conſiderable time after that, to have ſhifted 
ourſelyes from head to foot, and to have got 
ſome neceflary refreſhment : without which, 
the ſingers, in particular, whoſe throats were 
choaked with ſand, and parched with thirſt, 
would not have been capable of performing at 
all. Beſides, the horſemen were not a little 
fatigued ; having laboured much to get their 
ſteeds on, at any rate. And this 1s not to be 
wondered at; ſince that on which Mr. Mathews 
rode, was ſeverely galled on the back, before 
we got to Harborough ; owing to his bulk, 
and the heat of the weather. New ſtuffing 
the ſaddle, during our {tay there, was tried, in 
order to caſe the part, but without effect; and 
it was with difficulty he carried him to Leiceſter 
that evening. The next day, another method 
was taken by Mr. Mathews to eaſe his horſe, 
viz. by exchanging horſes with one of the 
company, who was but a light weight; the 
conſequence of which was, that the other's 
horſe was made in the ſame condition with his 
own: ſo that inſtead of one, we had then 
two galled horſes in company. Surely theſe 
were retarding circumſtances, had, we engaged 
to be at the morning performance ; which 
we certainly had not, and therefore, out of 
compaſſion to the poor animals above men- 
tioned, avoided preſſing them beyond what 


was 
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was conſiſtent with reaſon and humanity. * 
The reader from hence will ſee how little oc- 
caſion there was for my pleading in excuſe, as 
Mr. Hanbury aſſerts I did, the chaiſe horſes being 
tired : for the truth is, that I wanted no ex- 


cuſe; and if I had, this would have been a 


cauſeleſs one; and therefore not juſtifiable. 

It would be beſide my purpoſe to animad- 
vert either upon the account he gives of the 
very extraordinary manner in which his houſe 
filled; the compliment he makes the ladies 
on that occaſion ; or the manner in which 
he diſmiſſed that crouded aſſembly: I ſhall 
therefore take other matters into conſideration. 

Mr. Hanbury's ſtay at our inn, the firſt time 
he came, was but ſhort. He was then told, 
that we ſhould be ready for an evening per- 
formance, at what hour he pleaſed : however, 
not ſatisfied with that, he came a ſecond time, 
to aſk if he might give notice of the Meſſiah 
to be performed in the evening ? and being an- 
ſwered in the affirmative, he tells us, © a 
« trumpet was ſent round the town, with 
« hand bills to acquaint the public the Doctor 
« was come, and that we ſhould begin pre- 


A 


c ciſely at five o'clock.” Had he, the day 


before, or even in the morning, given the 


ſame kind of notice, that the performance 


* Surely Mr. Hanbury cannot diſapprove of our acting upon 
this principle, as he himſelf ſpeaks ſo very feelingly of the 
cruel treatment which ſeveral poor Dogs underwent at Church- 
Langton, and in the Caudle thereof, 
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which was intended to be at eleven in the fore- 
noon, would be poſtponed until the evening 
(at what hour he pleaſed) ſeveral of the per- 
formers being not yet arrived; the diſappoint- 


ment had been prevented, = all cauſe of 


complaint avoided. And ſurely any man ex- 
cept himſelf, would for his own ſake have 
done this; for although, by the neglect of it, 
and obſtinately perſiſting, contrary to the re- 
monſtrances I had made, and the advice I had 
given, ſome of the reſentment fell upon me; 
yet, he muſt needs think, that when the truth 
was known, a greater portion of it would fall 
upon himſelf. Thus it happened: for no 
ſooner was it reported that I was come, and 
my reaſons for not being there in the morning 
ſpread abroad, but the blame was transferred 
from me the ſuppoſed, to him, who was the 
real author of their diſappointment. It 1s true, 
ſome gentlemen were determined to hear them 
from my own lips; and accordingly in the 
evening, when the inſtruments were all tuned, 
the curtain drawn up, and the Cverture be- 
gun, they called upon me for an apology. 


Sudden and unexpected as this was, I can 


truly ſay, it did not in the leaſt diſconcert me; 
being conſcious of having done nothing wrong, 
or unjuſtifiable. I told them I would, in as 
few words as poſſible, acquaint them with the 
whole of the affair. Firſt, that Mr. Hanbury 
had no reaſon to expect me to the morning 
performance, as I had never agreed to attend 


it, 
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it, * as J had all along proteſted againſt it; 
chat I had in ſeveral letters told him, it would 
not be in my power ; being obliged to ſtay in 
Oxford on the twenty-ninth, till after noon, 
upon neceſſary buſineſs : Moreover that I had 
recommended to him, both by letter, and the 
meſſage which J ſent him from Harborough 
the day before, to get Hhand-bills printed and 
diſperſed, to prevent a diſappointment. No 
ſooner were theſe words uttered, than we heard 
from all quarters of the Theatre, I told you 
« fo! I told you fo! 

Upon this Mr. Hanbury mounted the ſtage 
from the pit, and told them that I might eaſily 
have been there in the morning, if I had taken 


freſh horſes: for I had dined at Harborough 


the day before at 749 9'clock (two hours earlier 
than it really was) from whence he received 
the meſſage. above mentioned, which he hath 
mutilated and perverted to his own purpoſe ; 
and which he then repeated after that manner. 


In anſwer to which, my fon faid, © that is 


<« falſe I do affirm.” The audience then cried, 
not as he aſſerts, „ knock that fellow down,” 
but, down, Som. to himſelf ; the interpoſition 
of whoſe body intercepted their view to the 
performers ; and to us, go on, go on. As to 
hiſſing, or any other expreſſion of reſentment, 
in truth there was none; at leaſt none that I 
heard, and conſequently if there was, its effect 
was intirely loſt, for that reaſon. From that 
time, things went ſmoothly on, nor was there 
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the leaſt interruption from the beginning to the 
ending; on the contrary moſt things were 
greatly applauded. 

In the courſe of the ſeveral Oratorios, it fell 
to my lot to ſing ſome of the airs ; ſurely, if 
the audience had intended to expreſs their re- 
ſentment to me, then was the time for it to 
have burſt forth, when it would have had the 
moſt mortifying effect; as no other performer 
could have been meant, or hurt by it. But I 
appeal even to Mr. Hanbury's own deciſion (if 
a grain of honour or veracity remains in his 
heart) whether or not, the leaſt inſult was 
offered on ſuch occaſion ; and whether, on the 
contrary, they not only winked at my imper- 
tections, but ſhewed much approbation of my 
humble endeavours to entertain them. 

As this was really and truly the cafe, what 
foundation could there be for the flimſy ſtory 
he hath impoſed upon the public, viz. that 
« The Doctor's excuſe was ſoon noiſed through 
the town, and was looked upon to be fo bale, 
e that the audience determined to give him no 
* quarter, as ſoon as he came into the Theatre. 
* The ladies ſeemed to be moſt exaſperated ; but 
* many of the leading ones laying it might ſpoil 
« the whole performance, and that reſentment 
<< had better be deferred until it was ended, it 
e was agreed to poſtpone reſentment until that 
* time, and then hzſs, Shout, and mob him as he 
< deſerved.” 

I would aſk Mr. — which of the 


ladies 
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ladies made uſe of theſe delicate expreſſions ? 


Or, which of them communicated her ſenti- 
ments to him? Not one I ſincerely believe; 


but, as they are ſo much of a piece with the 


decency and veracity with which he hath 
treated me throughout the many pages he hath 
beſtowed upon me, I am apt to conclude they 
are the overflowings of his own imagination, 
and ſuch as he rather wiſhed to have been poured 
forth by others. 

From the ſame ſource ſprang the two informa- 
tions inſerted at the bottom of p. 160, and 
p. 161. The firſt, © that I ſet out from Oxford 


c the 29th of May, early in the morning, and 


ce went to Northampton that night, and ſo pro- 
« ceeded to Harborough by dinner, and Lei- 
« ceſter in the evening.” The other, © that I 
« was in bed at the Three Crowns in Leiceſter 
<« at eight o clock in the morning.” Whereas the 
fact is, that I did not ſet out from Oxford un- 
til two o'clock in the afternoon on the 29th, 


and reached no further than Towceſter that 


evening : which was thought to, be a very 
good ſtage for one pair of horſes (on a croſs- 
country road, many parts of which were ex- 
tremely rough) in ſo ſhort a time ; it being no 
leſs than thirty-four miles. The journey from 
thence to Leiceſter was near forty-two miles; 
which is as far as any chaiſe-maſter would 
willingly ſuffer one pair of horſes to travel in a 
day ; eſpecially loaded as mine was, having my- 
{elf and two boys within, together with a ſeat 
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full of books, and other things; and a large 


trunk on the outſide. 

As to my being in bed at Leiceſter, I leave 
it to the reader, and thoſe who know the road | 
from thence to Nottingham, to determine, 
whether (fince.an hour, at the moſt moderate 
allowance, muſt be taken up by breakfaſting, 
and getting ready) from nine in the morning to 
three quarters after one in the afternoon, was a 
ſufficient time, to perform the remainder of the 
journey in. It meaſures, at leaſt, twenty-five 
miles; which is ſomewhat more than five 
miles an hour (heavy as we found the road to 
be) proceeding without let or hindrance. But 


one of the horſes having caſt a ſhoe, we were 
obliged to lie by at Loughborough, to have a 
. -new-one ; and ſeveral others faſtened : this 


detained us one hour at leaſt, which deducted 
from four and three quarters, makes it con- 
fiderably better than fix miles an hour; judge 
therefore, of the probability of my being in 
bed at eight o'clock. The fact is, that we ſet 
out full as early as that hour. 

The above might ſerve as a ſufficient refu- 
tation of the following paſſage p. 156. By 
« this time, (7. e. when he had diſmiſſed 


his audience) the meſſengers were returned, 


% who ſaid, they met the Doctor coming 
« down the hill beyond Bunny, (ſeven miles 
« from Nottingham) but ſo flow that he 
© hardly moved; that they had uſed all their 
« endeavours to haſten him but in vain; that 


they 


[ * 


«© durſt not come baſk and leave him co- 
« ming ſo ſlowly, as they thought they might 
3 probably prevail on him to mend his pace.” 
1 Allowing his meſſenger to be in the right, juſt 

upon that ſpot, it was no wonder that the 
5 chaiſe did move {lowly : for I well remember, 
that ſeveral men were then employed in re- 


pairing the road, and that a conſiderable quan- 

tity of looſe ſtones had been thrown upon it, 
* which retarded the motion of the wheels, 
C and made the horſes drag their burthen heavily. 
f However, after all, this might be a fortunate 
circumſtance to me, as the deſcent is pretty 
1 ſteep, and as one of our horſes was ſometimes 
0 a little reſtive; to which might be added, that 
- as our driver was a remarkably ſpirited one, it 


is poſſible a bad accident might thereby be 
3 | prevented. But he goes on thus, they ſaid 
(4 meaning the meſſengers, one only of whom I 
7 © ſaw) he ſeemed to be inwardly pleaſed ; and 
> || © one accidentally riding by, and faying, you 
Aare too late, for they have begun an hour 


ö„I 
* c ago; he laughed heartily.” Thoſe who 
heard him ſay ſo, I verily believe did laugh; 
* for what could he have ſaid more laughable ? 
3 burt it was not in my power, whilſt the chaiſe 
; | was in motion, to diſtinguiſh what the man 
* 3 * faid; neither was his ſpeech directed to me 
SB in particular; it was intended for the whole 
party: however obſerving that he had addreſſed 
= _ himſelf to the company, I deſired one of the 
. horſemen to inform me, what it was he ſaid; 


F and. 


TH 
and when I heard it, tu confeſs honeſtly and 
ingenuouſly, I laughed with the reſt; nay, I 
laughed heartily ; and I muſt have been totally 
deprived of my riſible faculties, not to have 
done ſo : for, could any thing be more ridicu- 
lous, than the idea of a man's abſurdly bring- 
ing on the performance of an Oratorio in pub- 
lic, before one half of the fingers were arrived ? 
nay, the leading violin allo ? for he was one 


of the company; and further, without a ſingle 


book to perform from ; and then to be told 
that they had begun an hour before that time, 
ſurely would have forced a Stoic, in ſpite of 
all his philoſophy, to have joined in the chorus. 


But he chiefly founded his argument to prove 


my wilful neglect of being at Nottingham in 
the morning, and the poſſibility of performing 
the journey by that time, on my having dined 
at Harborough they day before, and lying at 
Cheater, 

This he has printed in capitals, leſt it 
ſhould not be ſufficiently taken notice of ; but 


it is equally remarkable, that he even falſifies 


his own words : for in p. 150 of his book, he 
nnr ſpecifies the time . of day, viz. 
* by two oclock;” and he did the fame, in 


his ſpeech upon the ſtage; why, then, is that 


material circumſtance omitted in this capital 


inſtance? for no other reaſon, but that being 
conſcious it was an untruth, he avoids inſerting 
the moſt ſtriking part thereof, leſt one of the 
true cauſes of my ſon's reply, ſhould be diſco- 

vered 
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vered by his readers: for, he could not ſay our 


dining at Harborough, and lying at Leiceſter 
was falſe ; but that we dined by two o'clock, 
and that I ſent him word I would be at Not- 
tingham time enough for the morning per- 
formance, was abſolutely ſo. 

After having given a deſcription of what 
happened at our firſt ſetting off in the Theatre, 
which he hath painted in very falſe colours, as 
hath already been ſhewn, he condeſcends to 
allow that the Meſſiah went on with great 


Juſtice, though, ſays he, © the confuſion had 


<« ſo baſhed ſeveral of the performers, that the 


„ whole did not go off in that ſpirited manner 


« as uſual.” I will venture to affirm, it went 


as well as it was poſſible, with ſuch an hand- 


ful of vocal performers. No ſpirit was want- 


ing, but ſtrength there certainly was. Why 
we had not more of the latter, will evident] 


appear from a peruſal of the following letter, 
faithfully tranſcribed from the original, which 
I received from him in due time, according 
to the date thereof. It will alſo appear in how 
diſingenuous a manner he acted with reſpect 
to his friends at Nottingham; and that he 
wanted me to proſtitute my character and re- 
putation ſo far, as to be an accumplice in 
cheating and deceiving them, 


(WF) 
To De&or Hayes, at Oxford. 


DAR DocToR, 


1 7 Have been again at Nottingl am, and 
e every thing is ſettled againſt the time. 
« They want me to write to you for the Parts 
&« for thoſe Boys at Lincoln to Practice ; but J 
ce find they chiefly want to get themſelves in rea- 
& dineſs to do without us another Year : I beg 
ce therefore you would keep them as much in Ig- 
ce norance as Poſſible, and am ſorry you Wrote 
« Hargrave * that open and free Letter. I told 
ce them I would write, but J was ſure you 
ce would not lend them, and indeed what ſervice 
cc could it be to Boys to Have all their Parts to 
ce get at this time? You muſt therefore give out 
ce when you come, that your Boys will do very 
e well, as Clarke, c. may help them in their 
ce Parts; this will ſatisfy them, for they know 
« 70 better : and without this, they will ſpread 
ce it abroad that our Band is imperfett, which 
&« will do us much Hurt. upon cloſely Exa- 
e mining the Theatre T find it very ſmall, I 
e think it cannot poſſibly hold more than 3 50 


A 


A very worthy, and ingenious man of Nottingham; Mr, 
Hanbury's friend, and ever fince our meeting at that place, a 
correſpondent of mine. This Gentleman is the Editor of Clari's 
 Madrigals : a work, well worthy of the peruſal of the curious. 
Six of them are already publiſhed, and the remainder will be, 
as ſoon as poſſible, by ſubſcription, 


8. People . 


— . > 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
( 
cc 


cc 


cc. 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


[ wh. 


People, and the Aſſembly room I can have 


only two nights Tueſday and Thurſday, for 


they ſay that Wedneſday night is their aſſembly. 

we ſhould therefore have ſomething at 
the Theatre that night to overpower that, 
which may be eaſily done, as they will have 
had Dancing the night before, unleſs we either 
remain idle, or you would chooſe to take a 
Dance with them. ſuppoſe your Ode, but 
that will be too ſhort unleſs ſomething added. 
or Acis and Galatea, it will make a 
greater Buſtl. However I leave it to you 
to have ſomething in readineſs,. if wanted. 
We muſt look ſharp to make our Money 
again, and I am pretty confident that the 
Theatre thrice filled will but hardly do it, 
and it 1s from this Additional advantage of 
the Evening Entertainments that we are pro- 
tected againſt bad accidents, and have the 
hope of getting ſomething in Pocket. I 


ce ſuppoſe you received my Letter from London, 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


in which I informed you that Walſs was 10 
come inſtead of Bond from Worceſter —— As 
our Rooms are ſo very ſmall I make no doubt 
but our Band will be ſtrong enough to do us 


Honour. beg my beſt reſpects to the Mu- 


&« fical fouls that are to attend at Nottingham 
« and TI am with all reſpect 


Church Langton, 
May 16, 1763. 


« Your moſt Humble ſervant 


« WM, HANBURY. 


1 


To this, I returned an immediate anſwer; 
in which I not only vindicated my conduct with 
reſpect to the open, and unreſerved manner of 
my anſwering Mr. Hargrave's Letter, but alſo, 
proteſted againſt the baſeneſs of proſtituting 
my reputation, in ſo dirty an undertaking, as 
that of perſuading others to believe, what I 
neither believed, or approved myſelf. In ſhort, 
I abſolutely refuſed to be concerned in ſo pal- 
try a piece of meanneſs, with reſpect to my 


own character, and ſo groſs and ſcandalous an 


impoſition upon the public. However, we had 
no vocal aſſiſtance from Lincoln. 

The purport of Mr. Hargrave's Letter was 
to acquaint me, that Mr. Hanbury had been 
with him, that matters, relating to the intended 
performances, were agreed on, and after men- 
tioning the place in which they were to be 
exhibited, deſiring to be informed what num- 
ber of performers it would be neceſſary to pro- 
vide, and in what manner they were to be 
diſpoſed upon the ſtage. In anſwer to a requeſt 
of ſuch a nature, and of ſo much conſequence, 
not to be open and explicit, would have been 
unpardonable; I therefore gave him my opinion 
freely as to the former, and the - beſt directions 
I was capable of, at ſuch a diſtance, as to the 
latter. But this, it ſeems was an impolitic 
ſtep; I ſhould have kept him in ignorance : 
tor this cunning old man, only wanted to learn 
how he, and his friends, might be able to do 
without us another year. However, let us do 


him 
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him juſtice, and acknowledge, that by his 
kindneſs in directing the workmen (according 


to the plan which I had communicated to 
him) and his inſpecting them occaſionally, the 


Orcheſtre was very properly executed in all 
reſpects: when probably, without the above 
aſſiſtance, the diſpoſition would have been con- 
fuſed and irregular; ſuch as would neither have 
been commodious to the performers, nor ad- 
vantageous to the audience, either for ſeeing 
or hearing. 

I am obliged to Mr. Hanbury, for finding 
ſo good an excuſe, for the ladies not putting 
their direful threats in execution; though it 
ſeems, by his account, they were meditating 
upon it, during the laſt evening's performance, 
at the aſſembly-room ; © but {ſays he) as we 
always end with a grand chorus, and this 
being performed, many not knowing it was 
ce the laſt, and other freſh people knowing 


* nothing of the intention, clapped the cho- 


* rus as uſual; and though the hiſſing was 
© begun, yet by the echo of the unknowing- 
c ones the Doctor ſneaked away, and got 
«cm 08 © 
Surely Mr. Hanbury's memory failed him a 
little, when he compoſed the above paragraph: 
for he calls the laſt, a grand chorus] and ſays 
it was clapped as uſual; . e. as other grand 
choruſſes generally are; nay that the clapping 
was ſo far ſuperior to the hiſſing, which, it 
ſeems was begun, that I ought to thank 
| | him 
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him for his involuntary compliment : the 
chorus being my own compoſition (a circum- 
ſtance which he certainly had forgotten) how- 
ever I am forbidden, by the concluſion of the 
ſentence: for this echoing applauſe, howſoever 
I might flatter myſelf to the contrary, came 
from the unknowing-ones ; and ſerved only to 
give me an opportunity to ſneak off: like the 
man who fired his houſe, and ran away by the 
light of it. Could any thing have been more 
ingeniouſly contrived ? Mr. Bayes would have 
rejoiced in ſo maſterly a ſtroke and I doubt 
not, but our hiſtorian did the ſame. 9 

But after all, there is very little truth in 
what he aſſerts ſo roundly. I 

That the laſt chorus, indeed, was applauded 
in a manner that did great honour to the au- 
thor of it, and was by him moſt gratefully 
acknowledged, is certain: nay it was fo univer- 
fally applauded, that had the attempt been 
made which he mentions, better ears than 
Mr. Hanbury's could not poſſibly have diſtin- 
guiſhed it; not that I believe any ſuch attempt 
was made. Neither can I imagine, that any 
part of fo polite an audience (for ſuch it really 
was, and more numerous than any of the for- 
mer) could be diſpoſed to make themſelves 
parties in his quarrel or reſentment, to fuch a a 
degree, as to do his dirty work: when it had 
ſufficiently appeared the firſt evening, that he 
only had been to blame. ; 


Mr. 
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Mr. Bayes valued himſelf upon penning a 
whiſper; and ſo may Mr. Hanbury for any 
thing I know to the contrary : ſince the hiſſin 
he talks of, muſt certainly have been of that 
ſpecies. 

But although I have owned my obligation to 
him for bringing me oft fo ſnugly, without 
ſuffering me to be firſt knocked down and 
killed, and then ordered (as Mr. Bayes's dead 
men were) to riſe up and walk off; yet there 
ſhould have been ſome frutb, at leaſt tome 
probability to have ſupported the fiction. As to 
the former, it wanteth proot and confirmation, 
to make it go down glibly: and as to the 
latter, it is as unlike, as Mrs. Hanbury's pic- 
ture ; which, by his own account, is far ſhort 
of the original, both in feature and complexion: * 
for it 1s well known, we authors are fond of 
baſking in the ſun-ſhine of applauſe; which, in 
this fickle climate is not every day to be ob- 


* © This ſummer (1763) ſays Mr. Hanbury, the celebrated 
painter Mr. Penny came to Langton, in order to take the por- 
traits of my wife and myſelf for the picture- gallery. They are 
full lengths, and he has ſucceeded in mine, | which moſt people 
fay is very like, if the obſerver looks to it from the right in 
front; but if viewed from the left, or rather behind the pic- 
ture, it ſhews a ſeemingly different perſon. He ſeveral times 
attempted Mrs. Hanbury's picture, and as often failed; and has 
paid her the compliment, that ſhe is out of the art. Several 
other painters have ſince attempted a likeneſs, but in vain ; fo 
that if ever we have a picture of Mrs. Hanbury, it muſt be when 
age has brought her under the power of pencil and paint.” 


1 My age at this time is thirty-eight, and Mrs, Hanbury's twenty-eight. 


Vide Hiſt, p. 185, &c, printed in 1767. 
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tained. Is it likely, therefore, that I ſhould, 
with ſuch a blaze of it around me, prefer 
ſquabbling with him, in a gloomy little cavern, 
to this ſplendid heart-chearing ſcene? no; I 
rather choſe to enjoy it. The fact is, that 1 
continued in the concert-room full three quar- 
ters of an hour after the performance was 
ended, converſing with ſeveral gentlemen ; par- 
ticularly Doctor Crynes, who was formerly a 
member of that ſociety, to which I have had the 
honour to be Organiſt, upwards of three and 
thirty years. In ſhort I did not quit the room, 


until Mr. Hanbury had finiſhed his wrangling 


with the greateſt part of the band. He ex- 
preſsly tells his readers, that I was the laſt 
man he paid. But let us take his whole ac- 
count of this laſt ſcene together. 
This being over [meaning the perform- 
ance, and my wonderful eſcape] my whole 
evening (ſays he) was taken up in paying 
<« the performers ; for though this might ſoon 
«© have been done, yet we were hindered and 
e perplexed by all, where a punctual bargain 
% was not made; who could never be ſatisfied 
*in their demands. This trouble I had every 
% meeting in ſome meaſure experienced, and 
I contrived as well as I could to ſtop it for 
the future; but now it ſeemed to be multi- 
<< plied upon us to a degree indeed. The 
loweſt of the performers or fillers up, were 
now of ſuch importance, as to make a de- 
mand of double, and ſome of them 5 their 
*© accuſtomed 
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“ accuſtomed pay. As I could in juſtice refuſe 
« ſatisfying ſuch demands, I did, but for qui- 


_ © etneſs I gave them much more than uſual ; 


c and this extortion amongſt them all amounted 
e to a conſiderable ſum. Hayes was the laſt 
* man I paid; and when I came to him every 
body expected I ſhould give him a. hearty 
« lecture. I thought him too inconſiderable 
« however ; and being fatigued with diſputing 
« with ſo many of the other performers, I 
&« diſmiſſed him with only telling him, he had 


* 


M0 diſqualified himſelf for any future ſervice 


6 of mine.“ 

Who thoſe were, with whom he had not 
made a punctual bargain, I know not; neither 
do I know, who they were, who were ſo inſa- 
tiable in their demands ; eſpecially thoſe who 
demanded double and triple their accuſtomed 
pay. I am very certain, that none did ſo who 
went from Oxford. The utmoſt they demanded 
was only one fourth more than they received, 
or, rather ought to have received, according to 
agreement, at Church-Langton the very firſt 
meeting. And ſurely this was highly reaſon- 


able; ſince the journey was two-fifths greater, 


and conſequently, the time and expence greater 
in proportion, and the number of performances 
were increaſed to more than double : + for then, 
we had only Church-muſic one day, and one 
Oratorio on the other; whereas, at Nottingham, 
we had no leſs than four Oratorios, and a Miſ- 


_ cellaneous Concert beſide. Had not this been 


G 2 taken 


ET... 

taken into conſideration, he might have ex- 
pected us, ſometime or other, to have followed 
him, upon the original terms, to York or Dur- 
ham : for, by a parity of reaſoning, one would 
be equally juſt with the other. However, what 
we were to have was ſtipulated for beforehand; 
notwithſtanding which, he was ſo unreaſonable, 
I might ſay unjuſt, as to inſiſt, in the moſt 
arbitrary manner imaginable, upon one of the 
principal ſinger's taking only half his proper 
allowance ; and at the ſame time boaſting that 
he paid every-one wita honour, calling upon 
me to obſerve it. 

To confeſs a truth, this made me angry ; 
and in reply I faid, No ; ſcarcely with com- 


mon honeſty. 
As a ſpecimen of his judgement, as well as 


juſtice, I muſt beg leave to obſerve, that al- 
though he thought fit to curtail the above 


gentleman of half; he was not averſe to al- 
lowing another, who ſung only in chorus, his 


full pay: The only reaſon that can poſſibly be 


aſſigned for this ſtrange inſtance of caprice, is, 


that one happens to be ſeven or eight inches 
taller than the other: for they are nearly of 
equal age, and of equal ſtanding, as Academics, 
in the Univerſity. This was urged, but 
without effect. 

At the cloſe of our diſpute on this account 
(the only one I had with him in the pay-office) 
I took an opportunity of telling him, that I 
was determined never more to be concerned in 


any 
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any muſical undertaking (or words of the ſame 
import) on his account ; to which he faintly 
replied, «you have diſqualified yourſelf.” * 
This expreſſion he has thought fit to give his 
readers, but has not vouchſafed to let them 
know on what occaſion it was uttered ; barcly 
telling them he diſmiſſed me with it. In 
ſhort, the defection was ſo general, that I queſ- 
tion if there were three perſons in the whole 
band, but moſt heartily concurred in the 
fame determination. | 

'This beſt accounts for his crying out now, 
that he is fick of Oratorios, and his abuſing 
Muſicians in general. The grapes are four ! 
quoth the Fox in the Fable; and every-one 
knows the reaſon of his making thatexclamation. 
But now comes on the laſt blow, or finiſh- 
ing ſtroke : for having diſmiſſed me with the 
above ſmart repartee, he proceeds thus; The 
* Doctor went muttering off, but played the 
landlord a different trick to what he ſerved 
me; for after having called for wine in 
<« plenty, and heartily ſoaked it, I ſuppoſe, to 
« give him ſpirits to ſupport the battle he ex- 
6 pected I ſhould give him, he ſheered off 
«* without paying the reckoning.” 


C 


A 


cc 


* In a manner, not unlike a boy at Wincheſter ſchool, who 
was ſuſpected to have been guilty of having purloined ſomething 
from a ſchool-fellow, and being examined, with others of the 
ſame chamber, upon it, by the Prepoſtor, contracted his lips, 
and making a kind of half-whiſtling, faid, ** Pam ſure a'moſt 


erbt I;“ looking, at the ſame time, ſomewhat fooliſhly. 


T his 


. 
| 
i 
1 
| 
þ 


> — — — — — 
— — p ů — 


1 1 

This i is an heavy charge indeed! How ſhall 
I acquit myſelf of it? ſhall I deny the fact? 
no; perhaps I cannot, intirely, with a fafe 
conſcience. What then muſt be done ? 
Why, I will even beg the reader's leave to 
ſtate the caſe properly, and then throw myſelf 
at his feet, and implore his pardon and forgive- 
neſs, if, in his candour and judgement, he 
ſhall-find me worthy of it. 

When I came out of the Concert-room, and 
was directed into a little room below ſtairs, 
where Mr. Hanbury had been paying the other 
performers (though not there when I entered it) 
I took occaſion to aſk if there was a poſſibility 
of getting a glaſs of wine ? being, with the 
heat of the room, and the fatigue of the per- 
formances, in want of ſome refreſhment ; I 
was anſwered in the affirmative ; upon which, 
I called for a gill, or half a pint of mountain. 
The latter was brought, and I drank a glaſs of 
it with the utmoſt glee imaginable; for I was *' 
very thirſty. I believe the above quantity was 
repeated; of both which, others alſo were 


partakers; and ſuch was the plenty called for, 


and ſuch the hearty ſoaking thereof, that the 
ſum total of the reckoning, had it been called 
for, would have amounted to the twentieth 
part of a pound ſterling ; commonly called — 
ONE SHILLING, Now, whether or no this 
was placed wholly to my account, which it 
ought not to have been, I am not certain; nei- 


ther am I, that it Was, or was not paid either 


by 
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5 by me, or any other perſon. Nay, it 1s very 
: poſſible that it was entirely forgotten ; or taken 
: for granted that Mr. Hanbury ought to diſ- 
; charge it, as the general cuſtom is, for thoſe 
c who have benefit concerts, to treat the per- 
£ formers with a few bottles of wine ; which, to 
5 the beſt of my recollection, Mr. Hanbury had 
not complied with, either'at, or after, any or 
4 the performances. Be this as it may; it can- 
| not be ſuppoſed that it was left unpaid inten- 
' tionally with deſign to cheat the landlord ; 


) neither did Mr. Hanbury believe ſo, when he 

2} publiſhed this piece of ſcandal. He had hi- 
3 therto been brandiſhing his b/acking-bruſh about, 
and daſhing it on matters that would by no 
7 3} means take the colour: but now, being deter- 
mined to do his work effectually, he collected 


\ 2 large quantity of foam as it worked out 

— from each corner of his mouth, occaſioned by 5 
J | 2 | . 5 . . . 2 +: | 
's the overflowing of the bile, and dipping his __— 
3 I inſtrument into it, he by way of @ finiſhing 2 b 
= ſtroke, gave me a lick acroſs the face therewith) 55 
ſaying, ſurely this muſt ſtick; this is ſuch a — 
T, . . Ws 4 
1 ſtain, as he will never be able to waſh out. — 1 
1 To be ſerious, this was the laſt effort of his | 
n 3 malice; and as I would not willingly lie under 


ſuch a reproach, without endeavouring to make 

honourable amends, I ſent to Mr. Hargrave, 

.. JF ſoon after it came to my knowledge (being, I 

* | 1 2 

73 muſt own, much ſtartled at it) defiring le | 

would be ſo good to make enquiry at the Aſ- 
ſembly Room, whether or no I ſtood charged, 
| ON 
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on the above ſcore, in the landlord's book; 
and if I did, that he would pay it for me, 
and place it to my account. 

When firſt I read the paſſage, I was really 
at a loſs, to know what landlord he meant; 
having totally forgotten the above circumſtance. 
But upon recollection, I knew it could not be 
the landlord at the inn, becauſe my reckoning 
was not ſeparate from, but interwoven with, 
that of the whole company, who were equal 
ſharers with me in every thing had there; and 
conſequently our payment was made conjointly. 
Beſides, in the month of May, 1766, on my 
jeurney into the north of England, I dined at 
the ſame inn, viz. the White Lion; and Mr. 
Deverill, the landlord, favoured me with his 
company: ſo that, had I been indebted to 
him, he certainly would have made his de- 
mand. And had I been the leaſt conſcious of 
the other debt, I ſhould as certainly have taken 
that opportunity of expunging it. 

Having given the beſt account I am ca- 
pable of giving, in what manner this mighty 
debt (if it muſt be ſo deemed) was contracted, 
and endeavoured to diſcharge the mark of in- 
famy, with which I have been branded, by 
the charitable gentleman ſo often mentioned; 
I now humbly ſubmit my cauſe to the de- 
ciſion of the more charitable reader; leaving 
it with him to determine, which is moſt 
worthy of the ſcourge, him who contracted 


it, and without deſign omitted the payment 
| thereof, 
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thereof, or him, who, without ſcruple or re- 
morſe, and contrary to every chriſtian princi- 
ple, hath publiſhed the ſcandal to the world, 
and aimed at fixing an indelible ſtigma on my 
moral character. | 

Not contented with this, he ſubjoins the 
followiug note at the bottom of p. 167. 

CJ have been the more circumſtantial in 


this relation as the Doctor has vindicated his 


e conduct with ſo many untruths in all com- 
ce panies, of which, had I not been conſtantly 
« informed, the Doctor and the Meeting 
« ſhould have both ſunk together, without a 
« ſyllable of either being mentioned.” 

That I have endeavoured to vindicate my 
conduct as often as opportunity offered, is cer- 
tain ; but that I have employed untruths in my 
vindication, I utterly deny. Mr. Hanbury 1s 
as much miſtaken in this, whatſoever his in- 
formations, or whoſoever his informers may 
have been, as in many other points. On all 
occaſions I have conſtantly mentioned the ſame 


circumſtances, and nearly as poſſible, in the 


ſame terms as above related; and this ſeldom 
but when I was called upon, by the accounts 
given me of the fallacious tale he had invented, 
and propagated wherever he went, to my 


diſadvantage. One inſtance of which is fo re- 


markable, that I cannot withold from giving it 
the reader. | 
Soon after his return from Nottingham, he 


took an opportunity of ſeeing the late Coſmas 
H | Nevil, 


Ll © 


Nevil, Eſq; a very worthy gentleman in his 
. to whom I had the honour 
of being known ; and probably on this account 
he made him ſo early a viſit, with the hopes 
of ruining my credit, not only with him, but 
through him with a noble Lord, nearly allied 
to him by marriage, and my truly honourable 
friend and patron. This furniſhed him, there- 
fore, with a glorious opportunity of wounding 
me (as he hoped to have done) in the moſt 
tender point : but he was miſtaken, notwith- 
ſtanding his accuſations were faithfully. tranſ- 
mitted according to his expectation. The firſt 
time I waited on his Lordſhip after they came 
to his hand, he was ſo good to make me ac- 
quainted with them ; for which I thought my- 
ſelf not a little obliged, as it furniſhed me, 
alſo, with an opportunity of making my de- 
tence. The three grand points were, that the 
time had been fixed for my convenience ; that 
I had neglected to attend the firſt morning per- 
formance ; and, that by ſo doing I had loſt him 
the taking of an hundred pounds. | 

The reader, I am perſuaded, is ſufficient] 
ſatisfied how little occaſion I had to betake 
myſelf to the mean and dirty ſubterfuge of ly- 
ing and falſhood to confute theſe aſſertions, ſo 
falſe in themſelves ; no; I deteſt the thought! 
Truth was my beſt defence: and, a bare rela- 
tion of the facts, and the treatment I had met 
with, was ſufficient to convince his Lordſhip, 
not only that the accuſations were unjuſt, hat 

| that 
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L 
that I had been extremely ill uſed. His Lord- 
ſhip, who hath made planting one of his amuſe 
ments (as is evident by the many beautiful 
ſcenes around his delightful manſion, which 
have been formed and adorned in the richeft 
taſte, by this means, under his ſole direction) 
has often enquired of me what the nature of 
Mr. Hanbury's charity was, and what kind of 


_ plantations he had. Of both which particu- 


lars, I gave him ſuch favourable accounts, that 
he was induced to ſay, he would take an op- 
portunity of ſeeing the latter; and if he had 
put the ſcheme in execution, would probably 
have been a conſiderable purchaſer. However 
when -his Lordſhip heard my defence, he was 
of opinion the Founder's behaviour had been, 


with reſpect to the Nottingham meeting, very 


abſurd and ridiculous. | 
This, when known, probably irritated the- 
Gentleman (pardon my ufing an appellation 
ſo unmeritted) ſo much the more; and deter- 
mined him to. purſue his malicious intention 
{till further. We now ſee to what a ſhameful 


length he has run. He has not only. invented 


falſchoods to palliate his own miſ- conduct, but 
to blacken and calumniate one who has been 
ſo much his friend, and has contributed fo 
largely to the Charity: and after all, pub- 
liſhed them to the world! 


I would aſk his friend the Lawyer, to how 
much leſs than perjury this amounts ? He 
muſt, at leaſt, allow it to be a notorious breach 
> — 


im} 
of the NinTy CoMMANDMENT : for I am 


not ſo uncharitable to ſuppoſe he does not un- 
derſtand this Law. 


What then muſt his Reverence's feeling be, 


as often as he promulges that very Command-. 


ment at the Altar! I pray God to make him 
ſenſible of his tranſgreſſion, and to forgive him. 


Whilſt I was writing the above, the follow- 
ing Letters came to hand. 


Zo Doctor Hayes, at Oxford. 
Dran SIR, 


a; I Deferred writing to you, till J had ſeen 
« Mr. Hanbury's Book, and ſhewn your Let- 
« ter to the principal People in Nottingham, 
ce who attended the Oratorios. The Gentleman, 


« who call d out for an Apology, declares, be 


cc never heard any one fay, knock that Fellow 
e down: this 1 is a Lye of Hanbury's making. 
He ſays, in a Note, that Dr. Berdmore 
« offered the Ladies the Ante-church to toſs Dr. 
« Hayes in a Blanket, The Doctor owns he 
« offered the Ladies the Ante-church to toſs 
＋ Hanbury in a Blanket. 

“ This dirty ſays, when he had paid all 
the Expences, he found hi mſelf out of Pocket 


* 
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« 51. odd ſhillings, If this is true he told me N 


* great Lye when he call'd on me ſo thank me 


&« for the trouble I had given myſelf ; for he afſ- 
% fured me he clear'd 50 l. 5 


« Poor 
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« Poor Mrs. Tempeſt was ſo provoked at his 


„ mentioning ber name with ſo much contempt, 


« that, ſbe ſent for a Lawyer to aſe him if ſhe 
ce could not proſecute him for a Libel : the Lau- 
tc yer replied Madam ! he is out of the 
« reach of the Law, being not in his ſober 
e ſenſes. I ſent for the man who keeps the 
Aſſembly Room, to enquire, if you went away 


* without paying for the Half-Pint of white 


« wine: He did not underſiand what J meant 
&« "till I read your Letter to him. He ſaid, he 


remembered that I drank ſome wine after the 


« Concert, as did moſt of the Performers; but 
ce as it was always the Cuſtom for the Perſon 
whoſe benefit it was, to treat the Performers, 


he niver thought of aſking me or the reſt of 


« them to pay for a Glaſs of Wine. This 
« morning 1 wrote to the Landlord at the White 
« Lion, to aſk if you bilkd Him: inclosd is 
« bis anſwer.” | 

[What follows relates to other matters; 
but reſuming the former Subject, he concludes] 


e bope you will not give your ſelf any more 


“concern about his malicious dirty ——, 


« T am, Sir, 
« Your humble Servant, 


« HEN. HARGRAVE.” 


To 


cc 


1 54 | 
To Mr. Hargrave. 


White Lion, Nottingham, 206 Nov. hy 
S IR, 


Am forry 70 find the Rev. Mr. Han- 


bury has fo unjuſtly afperſed Dr. Hayes : 


concerning leaving his Landlord unpaid af 
Nottingham, and more ſo, as the Doctor was 


te fo obliging as to make uſe of my houſe ; where 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
ec 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
ec 


cc 


I can with great juſtice ſay of the Doctor and 
his company they behaved like Gentlemen, and 
paid their way as ſuch. He has ſince been ſo 
obligiug as to recommend ſeveral Gentlemen 
to my Houſe, and the Doctor called upon me 
in his way to Durham ; for which favours J 
return bim my grateful thanks, and beg you'll 
be kind enough to let the Doctor know it will 
always give me great pleaſure to ſee him, or 
any of his Friends at Nottingham, when and 
where 1. ſhall always uſe my utmoſt Endba- 
vours to obhge them, who am, 


ir, &c. &c. 
« JOSEPH DEVERILL.” 


Theſe lettcrs need no comment; and there- 


tore I ſhall only beg leave to art a Query. 


If 
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3 
If ty pounds were gained at Nottingham, 
and only five pounds and ſome odd ſhillings 
accompted for, what went with the forty-four 


pounds and the other odd ſhillings ? 


I will not take upon me to ſay, he hath de- 
frauded the charity of that ſum ; for I rather 
believe it was applied to make good former de- 
ficiencies: however, it is probable that the 


alternacy of one or the other muſt have been 


the caſe. 
Hitherto no notice wk been Ann of the 
contemptuous language with which he treats 


me, in ſeveral parts of his decent hiſtory; par 


ticularly where he pretends to be fo greatly Burt 
by being under the neceſſity of apologizing on 
a public ſtage, like a maſter player, and, as he 
ſays, © afterwards Haranguing « or diſputing with 


« a Muſician; and though {as he is further 


<« pleaſed to lay) in a good cauſe; yet with 
« ſuch a fellow.” 


A Byſtander might anſwer him thus. Don- t 


be uneaſy good Sir! the fellow with whom you 
diſputed, is not ſo much beneath you, as in 
your anger you might imagine him: for if you 
look into the book of Graduates, you will find 
that his name is enrolled in two different ca- 


talogues therein; whereas, yours does not fo 


much as once occur. Then look into the pre- 
face of the ſame book, and you will fee that 
he has a right even to claim precedence of you : 
Not that he is vain of the honours done him 
by that truly venerable and reſpectable body 

the 
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the UnivERSITY, though he ever will retain 
the moſt grateful ſenſe of the obligation ; for 
if he was, no doubt he would have complied 
with your earneſt requeſt to have flouriſhed 
away at Church-Langton, &c. &c. in his Robe ; 

at leaſt would not have refuſed ſo doing, had 
he complied with ſeeming reluctance. But 
you ſeem to think him deſpicable on account 
of his profeſſion. Why ſo ? was it not pointed 
out to him by Providence for his Support ? 
St. Peter was taught by God himſelf, not to 
call any man common or unclean ; in other words, 
not to deſpiſe any man, whatſoever his profeſ- 
ſion might be, provided an honeſt-one : for he 
7s 70, reſpecter of perſons. Perhaps you boaſt a 


better income than he, and thereon build your 


fancied ſuperiority ; be it fo : he thanks God 
that his, with oeconomy, hath ſufficiently en- 
abled him to breed up, in virtuous principles, a 

numerous family; two of whom are in the 
ſame ſtation with yourſelf, a third not undiſ- 
tinguiſhed in his profeſſion ; not to mention 
ſeveral other —— and, which is the com- 
fort of his old age, they are all ſuch as no 


man need to be aſhamed of. He therefore 


humbly hopes the public will not repent of 


having honoured him with their generous en- 


couragement : fince their favours have not been 


miſapplied, but employed to what, he flatters 


himſelf, will be deemed the moſt eligible pur- 
poſes ; the reputable maintenance of himſelf 
and family, and giving his children ſuch an 

education 
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[a] 
education as by God's grace will enable them 
to ſupport themſelves and families. 
But to return to the reader : If Mr. Han- 
bury had not thought me worthy his notice, 
why did he employ me ? the employment was 
unſought by me ; and if he had not thought 


my profeſſion and ſtation in the Univerſity re- 


ſpectable, why did he honour them ſo far as to 
found an office of the ſame kind in his own 
— what ſhall I call it? I mean that 
which is to take place about a thouſand years 
hence ; before which time perhaps, nay it may 


be very ſoon (for we are not permitted to know 
the day or hour when it will happen) 


| The cloud-capt Towers, 
The gorgeous Palaces, 
The ſolemn Temples, 
We great Globe itſelf, 
Yea el that it inherit 
Shall diſſolve, 
And like the baſeleſs fabric of a v ihon 
Leave not a wreck behind. 
SHAKESPEAR; 


In the courſe of ſo lon g a N arrative, 1 fear 
many inaccuracies muſt have been obſerved by 
the learned reader, but hope he will be fo 
indulgent as to pardon them: for I do not 
pretend to be a writer, much leſs an elegant 
or correct one. It was: not cboice but ne- 

I ceſſity 


1 


ceſſity that put me upon making the trial. 
Had not Mr. Hanbury attacked me in ſo 
flagrant a manner, and gone ſo much out 
of his way for the ſake of wreaking his ma- 
lice and revenge, (for what buſineſs our diſ- 
pute has in the Hiſtory of his Charities, no 
one can conceive) he might have told the 
idle tale to his unbelieving neighbours as long 
as he pleaſed, and I ſhould never have thought 
either it, or its Author, worth my notice. My 
chief aim hath been to make myſelf under- 
| ſtood, in order to bring truth to light; and if 1 
have ſo far ſucceeded, I need be under little 
concern for the elegance of ſtyle, as particular 
care hath been taken. to advance nothing in my 
defence but what is ſtrictly conſiſtent with truth, 
and as ſuch may be thoroughly relied on. But, 
if the leaſt doubt can poſſibly remain, the fol- 
lowing Atteſtation of thoſe who accompanied 
me from Oxford to Nottingham, and were 
witneſſes to almoſt every circumſtance relating 
to that expedition, cannot fail of removing it. 


72 E whoſe Names are underwritten, havin 2 

been witneſſes to all that paſſed upon our 
journey in company with Dr. Hayes to Notting- 
bam, from the time we ſet out in the afternoon of 
May the 29th, 1763, until all tbe performances 
at that place were oer; and having peruſed the 
within Narrative do, as in conſcience bound, 
atteſt the truth of the facts, with the various 


circumſtances, 


IS 


[( 1 


circumſtances, ſo far as came within our know- 


ledge, herein ſet Ju and lated by the ſaid 
Dr. Hayes. 


Witneſs our Hands, 


WILLIAM HAYES, A. M. Clerk. 

LEWIS MAXEY, A.B. 

BRADNAM TAWNEY, A. B. Clerk. 
WM. MATHEWS. 

J. LATES. 


Preſuming this will be ſatisfactory to every 


candid and impartial reader, ought not Mr. 


Hanbury to retract, and publicly to aſk pardon 
(the only ſatisfaction he can poſſibly make) 
for having ſo unjuſtly aſperſed my character ? 
This done, I ſhall then leave him to the 
enjoyment of his Hobby-horſe, and the con- 
templation of his imaginary greatneſs, 
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APPENDIX. 


T hath already been mentioned, in the fore- 


going narrative, that I had relinquiſhed my 
uſual demand for the loan of books, for the 
ſake of the charity, from the time of my being 
firſt engaged to conduct the muſic at Church- 
Langton. I muſt further acquaint the reader, 
that, at the firſt and ſecond meeting, I alſo 
faved Mr. Hanbury the expence of carriage 70 
and from that place, by taking them with me 
in the chaiſe. But at the third, the bulk and 
weight was ſo conſiderably encreaſed, that it 
was become impracticable for me to be the 
carrier of them any longer ; and, what was ſtill 
further unfavourable, ſome of the books had 
been ſo lately in uſe, that there was no oppor- 
tunity left of ſending them by any regular car- 


rier: for the firſt day's performance at Lang- 


ton, was advertiſed to be on Wedneſday t the 
eighth of July; whereas our Annual Comme- 
moration of Founders and Benefactors, had 
been on Thurſday the ſecond, (the very day 
on which the Northampton Carrier ſet out 
from Oxford) and an Oratorio was performed, 
both that, and the following evening, in the 
Mutic-room ; ſo that I was under the neceſſity 
of 
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of employing a man with two horſes and a 
cart to convey them thither. The extraordi- 
nary expence attending this expedient (the only 
probable one to ſucceed) as alſo the regular car- 
riage of them back again was, without the 
leaſt ſcruple, paid by Mr. Hanbury. 

He paid the carriage likewiſe of a ſtill larger 
quantity, 70 and from Leiceſter the year follow- 
ing. Why then the leaſt difficulty ſhould ariſe 
concerning the payment of that article for the 
Nottingham expedition, I believe no mortal 
can conceive ; and yet difficulties have ariſen, 


and the debt remains unpaid. 


I do not charge its having been in that ſtate 
wholly to Mr. Hanbury's account, but rather 
to my own tardineſs, and not applying for it 
ſooner; and yet I flatter myſelf, they were 
laudable motzves which reſtrained me from it. 
Firſt, I had written a Letter to Mr. Hanbury, 


immediately upon the return of the books, re- 


monſtrating upon the unjuſtneſs of his ſtopping 
ſo large a portion of Mr. Maxey's gratuity, and 
not without ſome tokens of reſentment: for the 
treatment I had met with; at the ſame time 
acquainting him with the ſum which I had 
paid to the Northampton Carrier, on his ac- 
count, deſiring he would reimburſe me as ſoon 
as poſſible. But after all, judging it would be 
more prudent to defer ſending my letter, until 
J had reconſidered the contents of it, I did fo; 
leſt any thing ſhould have eſcaped my pen, in 
the warmth of my then diſpoſition, for which I 

| might 
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might afterwards be forry. In ſhort, I cooled 
ſo long upon it, that neither the letter I had 


written, nor any other was ſent, during the firſt + 


four years after the meeting. 
The other was a motive of humanity : for 


having been informed that he was involved in a 
great deal of trouble on account of his treſpaſſ- 
es, nay, that his living was then under ſequeſ- 7 
tration, I thought it would be a cruelty to dif- | 


treſs him further, by adding to the burthen, 


under which (according to the above informa- | 


tion) he then laboured ; and therefore refrained 
from making my demand, until thofe clouds 


ſhould happily be diſperſed. But although it | 


was ſuffered to lie dormant for ſo long a time, 
J had, by no means, given up my pretenſions 
to the debt, being determined ſome time or 
other to demand it ; and doubted not in the 
leaſt, as it was a juſt one, but Mr. Hanbury, 


whenever that ſhould be, would readily pay | 
it; for, it was abundantly too improbable and | 


unreaſonable to be conceived, that the perſon 
for whoſe uſe the books had been freely lent, 
would either refuſe to pay the carriage of them, 
or that he ſhould expect me, who allowed him 
the uſe of them gratis, to ſtand to their travel- 


ling charges alſo. However, when his trium- 


phant hiſtory eame forth, it appeared that he 
had overcome all difficulties whatſoever ; and 
that he was ſo elate upon it, that he could 
not help ſpurning and beſpattering, every crea- 
ture who came in his way; eſpecially thoſe 

who 
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who had ever diſpleaſed him. As I was one of 
the unhappy victims of his wantonneſs (thinking 
it then a proper time) I ſent him the follow- 
ing letter. 


cc 


cc 


To the Reverend Mr. Hanbury. 
SIR, 
OU fland indebted th me the 2 of 


£2. 185. for the carriage of books from 
Oxford to Nottingham and back again ; which 


« ſum I paid to the Northampton Carrier, who 


conveyed them thither by the moſt certain means 
that could be found to perform 1t within the 
time, though at a greater expence than could 
have been wiſhed : however it was abſolutely 
heck ary. | 

pen this account is ſettled, which I muſt 
15 0 upon being ſoon, T ſhall endeavour to ſettle 


one with you of much greater conſequence ; la- 


ving already drawn up a narrative in defence 
of my character, which you have ſo ſcandalbuſiy 
aſperſed ; which, if publiſhed, ill put yours 
in the moſt odious, ridiculous, and contemptible 
light. But as a proof of my lenity, I ſhall 
poſtpone the publication of it, until I know, 
whether or no, you are willing to make due ſa- 
tisfaftion for the injury done. In order to 


which, I ſhall firſt call upon you by public 
« Adver- 


_— 
_— * 
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te Advertiſement * ſo to do: and if not coin- 
te plied with, I ſhall then lay open the whole 
&« proceeding before the world, in ſuch a man- 
& ner, and with ſuch undeniable evidence, that 
te cannot fail of thoroughly convincing it, how 
ce baſely you have atted. 


« am 
. e Your much injured friend 
Oxon, 
Nov. 25, 1767: « W. HAYES: 


To Doctor H ayes, at Oxford F 


STR; 


” AM ordered by Mr. Hanbury to pay 
«© 950 2. 18s. if it appears that he owes 
ce you the money. This therefore is to beg the 
an of your letting me know what right 

you have to the demand. He tells me that 
e be ſettled with you at Nottingham, and that 
te even then you extorted ſome pounds from him, 


*The reaſon why the advertiſement here mentioned was 
not publiſhed, is, that in two of the following letters (one by 
Mr. Hanbury's Agent, the other by himſelf) there are ſuch 
convincing tokens of an inflexibly ſtubborn and vindictive ſpi- 
rit, that it was judged to be uſeleſs; and that it would be 
more expedient to publiſh the narrative without farther delay 


than was neceſſary. 
* te f 12 
under 


DQ H 


. 


1 
« under a pretence that one of the voices that 
« came with you was altered to a different 
« part: But be this as it will, if your de- 


« mand appears legal, it ſhall be imediately 
* adjuſted by Sir, 


« Your moſt humble Servant, 


MAUNSELL HILL. 


1 * Treaſurer to the Society at 
— Church Langton. 


e With regard to your threats, Sc. I am 
ce pretty certain Mr. Hanbury will be ready 
ce fo follow you (as far as is conſiſtent with 
« his character thro any dance you may think 
&« proper to lead: — In his book he has ſet forth 
ce nothing but facts, as I am informed, and 
« which he can ſupport with ſuch undeniable 
« evidence as cannot fail of putting whatever 
« you advance to the contrary in the moſt 
ce odious, ridiculous and contemptible light, 
ce and give further Demonſtration to the word 
© how baſely you have acted. Vu make 
&« mention of your Lenity I am certain you have 
« no right to expect any from him as you was 


* 


A 


La 


* (confeſſedly) above 1001. boſs to him. And J 


&« believe every body muſt concur with me in this 


ce opinion, that you ought in Tuſtice to make 
«* him due ſatisfaction for the injury done.” 


K | 25 


1 
To Mr. Maunſel! Hill, &c. 


8-1-2, 


Lal 
* 


T7 HE debt I claim of Mr. Hanbury is 4 
juſt and true one; occaſioned by my de- 
poft RK ng money to the amount of the ſum men- 
tioned in your letter, on his account; and 
which could not poſſibly be accounted far, at 
any former Reckoning, as it was not known 
then, what the expence wou'd be; nor was it 
demanded till ſometime after my return from 
Nottingham. Mr. Hanbury therefore, if he 
has any honour or gratitude left, ought to diſ- 
charge it immediately : Since it is for the 
carriage of books, which, with others, he had 
the uſe of, for five years ſucceſſively, without 
paying me one ſhilling for the ſame. 
As to his charge of my extorting any 3 


*« from him, on any account whatſoever, it is 


« ſcandalous falſehood ; and of a piece with 8 


cc 


cc 


cc 


«c 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


reſt of his aſſertions. 

« No perſon was engaged for any part but 
that which he performed, and with his appro- 
bation. This I can prove by the counterpart 
of a memorandum he made at the 8 omer/ſet 
Coffee-houſe in London. 

«* After all, if any ſuch alteration had been 
made, it was manifeſily for the better; i. e. 


« from a chorus-part to a principal one, and 


therefore intitled to the full pay as ſuch. But 
this gentleman (about whom only 1 had the 


cc leaſt 


© PFF AE 


* I 
« lJeaft diſpute with Mr. Hanbury) was flipulated 
« for, and recommended as the only perſon ca- 
« pable of undertaking a certain principal cha- 
« rafter in Samſon : yet ſuch was the great 
e man's regard to honour, merit, and juſtice, 
e that be abridged him of half his due reward 1 
« nay, of half what he ought to have received, 
c bad he been only a chorus finger; and what 
3 < as, frankly allowed to one who had no better 
« pretenſions than as ſuch (a wonderful proof of 
« his judgement I) not that he received one penny 
e more than bis due: for the four gentlemen 
c who-went from hence as fingers were engaged 
& upon equal terms one with the other; and con- 
ce ſeguently the witholding a part from any one, 
« was a manifeſt piece of injuſtice. 
& have been the more circumſtantial in this 
* particular, as it poſſibly may convince you, that 
« Mr. Hanbury has deceived bis friends, as well 
as others, by miſrepreſenting things; and J 
« may venture to aſſure you, that he has not done 
it more in this inſtance, than he has in every 
b other relating to the Nottingham Meeting, 
. © wobich will be thoroughly proved, 1 


« By Sir, 
« Your humble Servant, 


Oxon, Dec. , 1767. cc W. HAYES. 


Fr 


* 


ce Your Poſiſcript I confider as a meer Echo, and 
te ſhall pay no farther regard to it at preſent.” 


3 - One 


Wo *%Y »Y WY 0 
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One would imagine, by the Treaſurer's not 


anſwering this letter, that, if he be not con- 
vinced of the legality of the debt, he is, at leaſt, 


aſhamed of the Viſitor's behaviour; and there- 
fore waſheth his hands of the correſpondence. 
But if convinced, as he muſt be, he is bound in 
honour to diſcharge it; having given me his 
word that, provided my demand appeared le- 
gal it ſhould be immediately adjufied by himſelf. 

oreover, the credit of the whole ſociety is 
equally concerned, in the payment of all juſt 
demands on account of the charity. But hold, 
I am robbing the reader of a pleaſure; by de- 
taining him from the peruſal of the following 


polite Epiſtle, vouchſafed me by the Founder, 


Vifitor, and perpetual Dictator himſelf. 


To Doctor Hayes, at Oxford. 


S T1 R, 


cc 7 Have this moment recei * your Second 
Cc Letter fi from Mr. Hill, and it is ſomewhat 


curious your peſtering us in this manner about 


te nothing :—You know ] dont owe you a farthing, 
ce that I ſettled with and paid you all your De- 
ce mands at Notti ngham ; you know that you was 
* 7o find the Books in Conſequence of the 2 25 1 


A 


I did find him the books as uſual; but Mr. Hanbury knows 
that he allowed me nearly this ſum at Leiceſter the year before ; 
and ſo much as either exceeded my uſual gratuity was charged 
in proportion as the diſtance, time, and expences excceded the 

| former; 
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e that it was on their account J applied to you, 


* 


and that without them you could be of no ſer- 
« vice to me :—You know alſo that if any money 
ce had been due to you on any account you would 
have demanded it years ago ;—But as this is 
lately ſprung up, we may juſtly conclude it to 
be the Effect of ſome Paſſion ; In ſhort Sir, 
you are gall'd at my telling the truth, and that 
is the beſt thing that can be ſaid in your Ex- 
ce cuſe, and makes your wincing and kicking 
« about in this manner admit of ſome Pallia- 
tion; Mu muſt not Eæpect however to TFoſile 
ce any money out of my Pocket, and to prevent 


* 


c 


La) 


— 


c 
o 


A 


c 


former ; excluſive of the carriage of the books, which had always 


been conſidered as a ſeparate article. Nay, he, I believe with 


his own hand, paid the Leiceſter Carrier the whole that was 
charged by the Northampton carrier and himſelf, from Oxford, 
and back again, in 1762 : for I left the boxes (which contained 
them) in charge with him, to have them ſafely returned. 

But he is pleaſed to ſay, ** it was on their account he ap- 
plied to me, and that without them I could be of no ſervice 
to him.” I am obliged to him for this di/cowery, as well as 
his intended compliment: for, without books, it is humbly appre- 
hended, the ſame might be ſaid of every other performer. But 
where could he have found another perfon to furniſh him with 
ſuch a quantity of mufic, to ſupply the place of a ſinger, and 
to conduct the performances, for double the ſum I demanded of 
him ? I conſidered the undertaking, as what might contribute 
to the preſervation of my Health, and perhaps afford ſome little 
pleaſure, by ſhifting the ſcene, more than with regard to the 
pecuniary advantage which might ariſe from it. 

When firſt my terms were fixed, I being a ſtranger to the 
ſituation of Church Langton, and its Accommodations, my 
chief concern was about a well-aired bed; apprehending the 
novelty of the undertaking would bring together a vaſt con- 
courſe of people from diſtant parts; J was ſoon made eaſy upon 
that account, by an aſſurance of being accommodated at the 
5 houſe; but when I came there, the utmoſt that could 

aftorded me was only half a bed with Mr. Pinto. This 


however, 


4 
« any further attempts of the like Nature, this 


&« 7s to let you know, that you are denied the 
e Payment of any Sum whatſcever, and you 
c are hereby denied Payment, and you are de- 
« fired Speedily to uſe any redreſs you may think 


« proper.—1 am Sir, 
« Your moſt Humble Servant, 
« WM. HANBURY. 


&« If you ſend any more Letters, pay the Poſt- 
te age, or they ſhall be returned unopened.” 


however, diſagreeable as it was to both, we enjoyed but two 
nights; for on the third we were both deprived of it, by Sir 
Francis Skipwith's ſtaying to take a dance. It is remarkable 
that Mr. Hanbury ſpeaks ſomewhat feelingly of the caſbion 
dance particularly. Then alas! one of his ſervants beds fell to 
my lot, and Pinto ſpent the night with ſuch company as he 
found at the neighbouring ale-houſe (for inn there was none) 
and better had it been for me, had I done fo too: for what 
with the hardneſs of the bed, and the noiſe in the room adjoin- 
ing, where all the company after their dance ſupped, I had not 
a wink of ſleep; ſo that, inſtead of being refreſhed, I was more 
fatigued than when I lay down. As to eating and drinking, it 
was much of a piece: for I had not one comfortable meal while 
J was there; the beſt was at a ſixpenny ordinary. Tis true, I 
might have dined in the booth or tent, which was an awning 
thrown over a flight frame, the floor of which was nothing 
but the bare earth, and ſtanding pretty much expoſed in a large 
field. 'This was by no means proper for me who came reeking 
hot out of the church; I therefore preferred the other, to avoid 
getting cold. However, the two years following, I determined 
not to be liable te theſe inconveniencies; and accordingly took 
vp my abode at Harborough (three miles and three quarters 
aiſtant) as did moſt of the other performers theirs; where we 
took our breakfaft each morning, ordered dinner te be ready at 
a certain hour, then ſet out for Langton, did our buſineſs, re- 
turned to Harborough, and ſpent the remainder of each day 
(tho? at ſeparate houſes) very comfortably. | 


What 


3 

What pity it is, that Mr. Hanbury ſhould 
have put himſelf, or the charity, to the expence 
of having a painter from London to draw his 
picture; when it appears by the preſent, as 
well as a former proof, how very capable he 

was of performing it himſelf. 

Here you have him at full length, in the 
moſt lively and laſting colours. The obſerver 
need not place himſelf in any particular ſitu- 

ation in order to view his picture to advan- 
tage:* for it will always be the ſame, from 
whatever point it is viewed. 

It hath ever been deemed an excellence in 
a painter, who, excluſive of delineating the 
external features properly, could give ſuch 


touches of expreſſion and character, as ſhould 
ſufficiently indicate the true turn and temper of 


the mind: this excellence hath Mr. Hanbury 
attained to, in the higheſt perfection: inſo- 
much that whoever views the picture before 
us, without being deeply ſkilled in Phyſiog- 
nomy, will be able, at firſt fight, to diſcover 
his real temper and diſpoſition. In ſhort, the 
picture is ſo very like in all reſpects, that we 
may write over it, by the way of motto, 


"Behold the Han 
Read bim. and take him, 


* Vide note, pag. 41, of the foregoing narrative. 
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